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Department Vision:

1. Intent: The curriculum for RE intends to ensure that all pupils:

The main principle is to engage learners in an enquiry-based approach where they can develop an
understanding and appreciation for expression of beliefs, culture and practices. We further explore,
how these beliefs and practices influence individuals in the wider world community on the local and
national level. This provided individuals to develop and shape their own personal beliefs. This provides
the learner with the opportunity to explore various set of morals and ethics codes and their
application and knowing the difference between right and wrong. It is crucial to understand and
respect that what’s right or wrong for one individual may well no not be necessarily right or wrong for
anther individual. This leads to incorporate the British values and CORE values to embed respect and
tolerance for different viewpoints that exist within our secular, multi-faith and multi-cultural society.
As a result, community cohesion is practiced which leads to peaceful society. RE department creates a
safe space for students to express their views and challenge misconceptions.

Our curriculum aims to engage students on to a five-year spiralling continuation in their learning
journeys, of both knowledge and understanding of religion, culture, and worldwide issues.

J We aim to set students up to succeed by making our learning objectives, expectations, and the
reasoning for them, clear from the start.

J We aim to teach our students to enquire and learn about religion in an interactive way.

. We aim to use low stake quizzing, feedback, collaboration, and student-centred resources to
close gaps that our students have from KS2.

. We aim that this will enable our students to fully explore ideas and improve literacy skills and
subject vocabulary.

J We aim to build more time into lessons for students to reflect on their learning and their own
personal beliefs.

. We aim to use big questions to build on students’ current knowledge and understanding of
world issues and the varying views surrounding them.

. We aim to promote British values and to embed kindness and empathy. - We aim for our

curriculum to be rich in more than just knowledge. - We aim for learning to take place through art and
music.
. We aim that student will choose to put this in to practice both in the community and in society.

2. Statements from any recognised bodies about the importance of studying your subject and
any enriching opportunities you offer.

‘All children need to acquire core knowledge and understanding of the beliefs and practices of the
religions and worldviews which not only shape their history and culture but which guide their own
development. The modern world needs young people who are sufficiently confident in their own beliefs
and values that they can respect the religious and cultural differences of others, and contribute to a
cohesive and compassionate society.” (The Right Hon, Michael Gove, former Secretary of State for
Education, 2013 RE Review and new 'non-statutory' National Curriculum Framework for RE)

“This report shows how good RE, in teaching of all the world'’s religions and those of none, can support
a school’s broader responsibility to create well-rounded, knowledgeable and adaptable young people.”
(Chair of the APPG on RE, Stephen Lloyd MP)

"An education in religion and worldviews is the best way to ensure students leave school with an
understanding of common values as well as the practical life skills to raise issues with respect.”
(Bushra Nasir CBE DL)




Vision:
RE is a statutory subject of the school curriculum of maintained schools. Academies and free schools
are contractually required through the terms of their funding to make provision for the teaching of RE
to all pupils on the school roll. Alongside the subject’s contribution to pupils’ mental, cognitive and
linguistic development, RE offers distinctive opportunities to promote pupils’ spiritual, moral, social
and cultural development. RE lessons should offer a structured and safe space during curriculum time
for reflection, discussion, dialogue and debate. Lessons should also allow for timely and sensitive
responses to be made to unforeseen events of a religious, moral or philosophical nature, whether

local, national or global.
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CORE Values:
The CORE values are at the heart of RE curriculum which are embedded in students’ daily life which is
building their character and equipping them to be confident and competitive in their future careers.
The combination of British values, CORE values and their personal values are shaping them as
proficient individuals and global citizen who can travel anywhere and achieve everything you dream of.

1. Collaboration

Students work in collaboration throughout their lessons where they are provided with
the opportunity to express their views; engage in debates; critically evaluate
philosophical dilemmas; carry out group work; prepare projects and presentations as
well as sharing their ideas. As a result of this collaboration, they develop their
confidence, leadership skills, effective communication skills, critical thinking, problem
solving, decision making and interpersonal skills which are the steppingstones to
embark onto their future careers.

2. Opportunity

The RE department provides the opportunity to develop students’ cultural capital
where they explore various beliefs and practices from different religious and non-
religious perspectives. This allows them to compare and contrast their own beliefs
and shape their own ideas of the world round them and become tolerant and
respectful citizens. They are provided with the opportunity to reach their full potential
to maximise their progress.

Respect is the core practice in RE which serves the purpose of delivering RE. The RE
department creates a safe environment for students to express their views without
the fear of being judged. Students develop their understanding of the existence of the
variety of viewpoints which they need to respect in order to create a peaceful society.
The concept of respect is deeply rooted within their personal values, CORE values and
British values which allow them to flourish as a confident, courteous, considerate and
respectful global citizen.

Excellence is a key ingredient in order to ensure that every student reaches to their
full potential. The RE department aims to develop the self-confidence and motivates
students through positive reinforcement to achieve their best. This is instilled through
the exemplar work of modelling, effective and explicit feedback to demonstrate their
current level of work and provide them with next step which outlines their steady

progress.
Curriculum:

1. Structure —7-11
2 Assessment

3. Homework

4 Feedback




5. Disciplinary literacy

1. Structure: RE Curriculum overview:
KS3 Curriculum:

Year 7: L0
le 1: Communicator
Cycle Understanding and
e |[sland communicating ideas
* Judaism Collaborator
Cycle 2: Working with others
e Christianity Creator
e Islam Producing high
Year 8: QUATEORS Z|zulama
Cycle 1:
e Hinduism
e Sikhism
Cycle 2:

e Alternative Religions

e Humanism and Evil and Suffering
Year 9:
Cycle 1:

e Human rights

e Social justice
Cycle 2:

e War & Peace

e Medical Ethics

KS 4 Curriculum: GCSE RE: AQA A

Year 10: Paper 1: Study or religions
Cycle 1:

e |slam Beliefs

e Islam Practices
Cycle 2

e Christian Beliefs

e Christian Practices

Year 11: Paper 2: Thematic studies

Cycle1
e Theme A- Families and Relationships

e Theme B- Religion and Life
Cycle 2

e Theme D- Peace and Conflict

e Theme E- Crime and Punishment
2. Assessment

a. Assessment for learning




Assessment for Learning:

The RE department carries out assessment for learning throughout the academic year through
formative, summative and cumulative assessments. Students are assessed through retrieval practice,
plenaries, questioning and answering sessions, knowledge recall, exam questions, mini knowledge
tests and end of topic assessments. In addition, students are constantly carrying out self and peer-
assessment to give them the ownership of their own learning. Students are provided with constructive
feedback on regular basis which allows them to identify their success and next step to learning.
Students also complete end of topic, cumulative and mock exams to demonstrate their overall
progress over a period of time as well highlighting their gaps in learning which are addressed in the
future planning.

Cumulative assessment will take place at the end of each cycle as followings:

Year Cycle 1 Cycle 2

Group

7 Islam and Judaism Islam, Judaism, Christianity and Islam

8 Hinduism and Sikhism | Hinduism, Sikhism, Alternative religions and Humanism

9 Human Rights and Human Rights and Social Justice, War & Peace and
Social Justice Medical Ethics

10 Islam Beliefs & Islam Paper 1- Islam Beliefs and Practices & Christian Beliefs
Practices and practices

11 Theme A & Theme B Paper 1- Islam Beliefs and Practices & Christian Beliefs

and practices
Paper 2- Thematic studies

Planning for
Hssessment

¥ Integrate assessment plan into

. unit plan

Using Assessment Information
to Move Forward

Instructors:

Rt s s uderts 1o beconie Assessment

owners of their learning

v Identify assessment tasks and
align to the CLB

¥ Design learning activities that
build skills and elicit evidence of
learning

Setting up Tasks and
Collecting Information

v Identify assessment criteria

<

Developassessment tools,

2 = including criteria for task success
¥ Mty upcorming lessons Process

Learners:
v Take specific acti
language skills

¥ Revise learning goals based on

instructor, self, a

v Share these with learners

<

o i Model

Activate learners in self and peer
assessment
v Observe learners andcollect

nd peer feedback assessment information

Making Professional Judgments
and Providing Action-Oriented
Feedback

v Analyze learner work using
assessment criteria

v Identify gaps between current and
desired performance

¥ Provide action-oriented feedback '/
to learners.

3. Homework

RE department sets homework on weekly basis for KS3 and KS4. The purpose of homework is to
retrieve knowledge, fill in gaps, improving exam skills as well as transferring knowledge in students’
long-term memory.

4. Feedback:

RE department follows the marking policy where detailed whole class feedback is provided to
students every 6™ lesson. In addition, feedback is provided at the end of the summative and




cumulative assessments. The purpose of the feedback where students are provided with the
opportunity to reflect on their progress. Students are provided clear and structured feedback
where their WWW and EBI are highlighted. This motivates students as we as providing them
with clear steps to progress further. Students take the opportunity to respond to the feedback
by completing the challenge tasks which stretch and challenge them to their full potential.
Followings are typical examples of feedback.

Formative
assessmeht

Summative SEinm RS Self-assessment
Assessment
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Literacy IN RE

Why is literacy important in your subject?

Literacy is important in RE as it provides students with the opportunity to grasp key knowledge and key concept
alongside being able to access the content thoroughly. High level of literacy skills like reading and writing allows
them to progress to their full potential

What is your understanding of disciplinary literacy?

It focuses on basic literacy skills of a learner. It is a teaching approach that helps learners to think, read write and
speak like an expert within their subject.

How do you incorporate literacy into you subject at Rockwood Academy?

Each lesson in RE includes reading, writing, speaking and thinking skills as well as key terminology is incorporated
in each lesson. There are comprehension and evaluation tasks which check for students understanding.

What departmental practices and approaches are carried out in your subject to ensure all students are given
explicit opportunities to develop their literacy?

Literacy displays

Lesson planning/key terminology

Medium term plans/ Long term plans

Retrieval practice/ root key words/ quizzes

Supporting EAL/ SEND through the use of visualiser, sentence starters, glossary, modelling and one to
one support and differentiation

VVVVY

What professional development opportunities will you provide for teachers within your team?

» Use of departmental time evaluating the impact of current literacy implementations and plan how to
improve its impact

Whole school CPD

Wednesday T & L briefing

CPD library

AQA CPD

VVVY

How will you as a subject leader monitor and evaluate the impact?

Developmental drop-ins

Book review

Student voice

Data analysis

Co-planning

Open door policy/ share good practice




Teaching model:

Mastery Skills:

1. Grade 8

1.1 To achieve grade 8 candidates will be able to:

. demonstrate relevant and comprehensive knowledge and understanding of a wide range of
beliefs and practices with well-integrated reference to sources of wisdom and authority

. demonstrate detailed understanding of common and divergent views and practices within and
between religions or beliefs

. construct a sustained and convincing argument on matters of religion or belief based on critical
analysis and evaluation of different perspectives, and using accurate specialist terminology

Fluency Skills:

2. Grade 5

2.1 To achieve grade 5 candidates will be able to:

. demonstrate mostly accurate and appropriate knowledge and understanding of a range of
beliefs and practices with reference to sources of wisdom and authority

J demonstrate some understanding of common and divergent views and practices within and
between religions or beliefs

J construct a reasoned point of view on matters of religion or belief based on some analysis and

evaluation of different perspectives, and using mostly accurate specialist terminology
3. Grade 2
3.1 To achieve grade 2 candidates will be able to:

J demonstrate some relevant knowledge and understanding of some beliefs and practices with
limited reference to sources of wisdom and authority

. demonstrate some understanding of different views and practices between religions or beliefs
. express an opinion on matters of religion or belief using everyday language, recognising others

might have different views

Teaching and learning in RE: OC W o~
It is important to have a classroom routine pupils
can count on every day. Having the same SERE )< :
procedures everyday cuts down wasted learning
time significantly. /@\ 2
Our_classroom routines promote a positive R EDED:
environment where all pupils can learn. B
Our daily routines include: prrerep— Z
e High classroom expectations. S
¢ Meeting and greeting pupils at the door. C ) g
e Having the date, title, driving question and =
“DO NOW?” activity on the interactive DELIVERING A CORE EDUCATION

whiteboard as pupils walk in and settle.

¢ Well planned and sequenced lessons which
promote positive engagement from all pupils
and lead to clear progress.




Example of what a typical science lesson would look like at Rockwood:

Pupils settle into a silent DO NOW Pupils transition into an “I DO/ WE DO” part to the lesson
activity at the beginning of the lesson where the teacher delivers new instruction/theory or ideas. At
which assess prior knowledge or this stage a practical demonstration may be carried out or

involves consolidation: pupils may watch a video link followed by a discussion and Q &

, WE DO: How did it all start?
£ % g Abraham grew up in Ur, before he and his father decided to move
the family 500 miles to Haran. The reason they had to move was
¥ u because they disagreed with the religious beliefs of the people in
- SN Ur, who worshipped the sun and moon. G-d later told Abraham to
s . move to Canaan.
! “ e PATR e Canaan was the land G-d promised to Abraham and his
v G descendants. It is now roughly the area we know as Israel.
Stretch and challenge:
How would you feel if you had to leave \ & B
'your home city and relocate? 2

Pupils will then apply the skills they have acquired to a
(YOU DO) mini-plenary/ progress task/assessment for
learning (AfL) task either independently (if instructed)
or with their work partner. This is usually time
restricted and instant feedback is provided where
pupils will then self/peer assess in red pen.

Finally, pupils will end the lesson with a plenary task
which allows them to test their newly learned skills in
novel, unfamiliar contexts. This helps further
strengthen and develop knowledge, understanding
and application.

Plenary: Explain two reasons why Jews think the covenant with

Abraham is important (4 marks)
Task: to answer this question you need to give two
reasons why the covenant is important and explain why.

U DO: How does this link with the covenant?

[ Task: What do you |
think is happening in |

| this image? ‘
You could use the following table . et -
{‘Annotate yoursheet: | 1 helo e Use this writing frame to help you:
with your ideas. |
| Isee... I think it means...

One reason the covenant with Abraham is important is because...
This is important because...

 (L—|

Another reason the covenant with Abraham is important is because....
This is important because...




Staffing: Roles and Responsibilities

NHE RE Specialist: HOD for RE

ASQ RE specialist: Teacher of Humanities

FZA RE specialist: Teacher of Humanities (ECT 1)
SHN RE specialist: Teacher of Humanities (ECT 2)

Appendices: https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-
8062/specification-at-a-glance



https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-8062/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-8062/specification-at-a-glance

