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Failing to plan is planning

 to fail …So let’s start planning

How can students revise effectively?
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The golden rules of effective revision

Students should know:

1)WHAT they need to learn 

2)WHEN and how they will be assessed

3)HOW to learn / revise it

4)HOW to test themselves

5)WHERE to go for help
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Before we begin…
KNOWLEDGE IS POWER

• You need to commit the basic knowledge to your 
long-term memory to begin to access / do more 
complicated tasks

• This is hard and requires regular revision and 
revisiting unless you have a photographic memory
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8+

6-
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3+

If you have + next to your grade, with extra 
effort and revision you could move to the next 
higher grade.

If you have – next to your grade, it is insecure 
and without extra revision and effort the 
garde could go down. 
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Step one – What do you need to learn for each 
subject?

• How many marks do you need to get to the next 
grade?

• What are the topics and skills?

• Ask your teachers what are your weak areas. 

• Look at your mocks and marked work 

• What topics did your assessment feedback  say you 
need to revisit?

• Then plan it out
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A worked example

Maths  4pm-4.45 Science 5.15pm-6 English 8pm-8.45

Monday % to fractions and 
decimals

Photosynthesis Macbeth scene 1 & 
2

Tuesday Tree diagrams Food reaction 
experiment
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Passive 
revision

Phase 1: Read

• Revision workbook
• Own notes
• Text book refresher
• Relevant websites e.g. 

quizlet

Phase 2: possibly make 
revision notes

• Flashcards
• Revision book
• Mind maps
• Graphic organisers

• Hope knowledge 
has stuck enough to 
answer an exam 
question and be 
successful

exam

What do most 
students do?
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Phase 1: Read

• Revision workbook
• Own notes
• Text book refresher
• Relevant websites e.g. 

quizlet

Phase 2: make revision 
notes – learn content

• Gojimo
• Quizlet
• Cornell notes
• Flashcards
• Revision book
• Mind maps
• Graphic 

organisers
• Mnemonics
• Post it note 

revision
• Read, cover, 

write, check

• Exam Practise – short / long 
answer questions

• Quiz yourself (flash cards / 
quizlet – other online quizzes)

• Timed exam practise
• Essay plans for longer 

questions

Phase 3: test 
yourself

• Red – no knowledge – learn 
again – maybe try a different 
technique

• Amber – good factual knowledge 
but can’t apply to an exam 
question

• Green – can answer exam 
questions on this topic 
confidently

Phase 4 RAG knowledge

Active 
revision 

cycle
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Step 1 - commit the key points to 
memory (phase 1 and 2)

Step 2 – deliberate practice you apply 
your learning (phase 3 & 4)
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Outcomes
1. Practice testing 
2. Distributed practice (the opposite of cramming – spread revision throughout the 

course)
3. Interleaved practice (mixing different kinds of material within a study session)
4. Elaborative interrogation  (explaining why a fact / concept is correct)
5. Self-explanation (explaining how information is connected)
6. Summarising – but successful when students are shown how to summarise
7. Imagery for text – not applicable to a wide range of subjects
8. Mnemonics – but useful for short-term memory
9. Rereading – although it is the most commonly used
10. Highlighting – can actually harm student performance/ability to make inferences
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10 Revision ideas1. Mindmaps

2. Flashcards

3. Foldables

4. Cornell notes

5. Revision books

6. Post-its / mind maps / posters

7. Past paper practise

8. Exam question planning

9. Graphic organisers

10. RAGging knowledge
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Put the topic heading on the 
front and the key points on 
the back, ask family or friends 
to test you.
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http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcS7Wd523v10m-pru_MY5Up6apow1816uhdVt24IbqygT9MrpKcbjA:media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/69/bf/19/69bf190f7cb2597bcf8b0499dbffdbcf.jpg
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http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=revision%20foldables&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.pinterest.com/courtsamhill/revision-ideas/&ei=MOVEVJGJLM2S7Aar6ICgBg&bvm=bv.77880786,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNEYnQ_EZVoS4wds7ClZzcdtUaD9xQ&ust=1413887656301039
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=paper+folded+3+times+foldable&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.zmescience.com/science/math/folding-a4-paper-103-times-5345/&ei=muVEVI-rFubCsAS0k4KgDg&bvm=bv.77880786,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNFIiPobRDC7XCGmcX6pIGZhdBPPXg&ust=1413887765599150
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For students who find it difficult to reduce down key information.

•Cornell notes will help.  The principle was developed at 
Cornell University – one of the most prestigious 
universities in the USA.

• It involves dividing up your page (or using a template) 
which you use to give your notes structure.

• It forces you to be brief and pick out the key points.
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The “Cornell Method”
https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/93/62/0d/93620d22fc7fc971093848531509bc99.jpg

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=note-taking+pinterest&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/explore/cornell-notes-template/&ei=5RzBVOCJFMz1aqPyguAI&bvm=bv.83829542,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNET05OrJE2E5diNnWN5kvfHSKKS_w&ust=1422028367257397
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Mind map Papers

• Write an essay or exam 
questions on A3/A4 paper.

• Mind map as much as possible 
in relation to the question.

• When  finished, the student 
can use their notes to add 
more detail (in another colour 
so they  know what to go over)
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Post-its and posters

•Movable revision!

• Students can stick them 
around the house

• Put the things you find difficult on 
your fridge and ask some one to 
test you till you have got it

https://www.gov.uk/service-manual/assets/images/user-centred-design/post-it-wall.png

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=post+its&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://www.gov.uk/service-manual/user-centred-design/user-centred-design-alpha-beta.html&ei=8GTbVPWBOcyzUfbBgegB&bvm=bv.85761416,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNFnOd-rowttwG5S5rz6qMHaf8pQlQ&ust=1423750731495095
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Graphic organisers

The list of these is huge:

• Venn diagrams for agree / disagree

• Ripple diagrams for most important cause in centre 
and less important causes moving outwards

• Simple cause / key features / consequences arrow 
diagrams

• Structure diagrams

• Pie charts for top 3 /4  causes
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RAGging
•For unit topics

•For subtopics

•For specific key terms/ key 
events etc.

•Auditing knowledge
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Useful revision websites / apps: 

•  GCSE Pod

• Sparx

•Maths watch

• Singh Science

•Quizlet

•Get Revising

•Reviser

• Flashcards+

http://blog.newrelic.com/wp-content/uploads/quizlet_logo_large.png

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwig9KvOtaLLAhUoYpoKHX0ACyEQjRwIBw&url=https://blog.newrelic.com/2012/11/27/case-study-online-educator-quizlet-knows-academic-performance-and-web-performance-go-hand-in-hand/&psig=AFQjCNGzbCQ1Ern8pVA771lvxvMcs1witg&ust=1457022414599451
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Revision Tip 

Paragraph 
Summaries
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HIGHLIGHTING 
DOESN’T WORK!

It can be a good method for 
picking out key chunks of 
information of key words – 
but how many times have 
your  sheets looked like this?
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Try this instead…
• In class/at home, set the task of reading 

through a text and making notes,  write 
a post-it summary at the end of each 
paragraph.

• This exercise forces you to extract the 
key meaning from the paragraph and 
reduce it down to something more 
palatable and memorable.



COLLABORATION OPPORTUNITY RESPECT EXCELLENCE

e.g.

From 
these 
two 

pages in 
a text 
book…
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To 5 
brief 
Post-

Its
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If you then take the post-its away from the text, you 
have a series of notes that  can be arranged

• For self-testing

• To sequence key points into a flowchart or diagram



COLLABORATION OPPORTUNITY RESPECT EXCELLENCE

TESTING
How do they know it worked?

❑ This is where deliberate practice is essential

❑ Revision guide questions

❑ Stand-alone exam questions 

❑ Knowledge tests

❑Online / app quizzes e.g. 

❑Test a friend  

❑Sparx Maths

❑Kay science
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Maths 4 pm – 4.15 Science 5.15pm - 6 English
8pm – 8.45

Monday
What you are going 
to revise?

% to fractions and 
decimals

Photosynthesis and 
food reaction 
experiment

Macbeth scene 1&2 
quotations.

Revision tool / 
method
What you will use to 
revise? 20 min

Maths revision guide 
pg 18-19

Flow chart in 
workbook and pg 76 
in text book

Deliberate practice
How will you know 
you can do it?20 min

Maths watch 
Number section

Workbook  Q 4 and  
6 mark questions

Red Amber Green
Can you do it?
If not go over it till 
you do 5 min

Green 95% correct on  
Maths watch

Amber Compare 
answers
Missed out step 2 
and 4
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Next steps

Find out the 
specific topics you 
are weak on.

Ask your teachers

Plan these into 
your revision 
schedule

Commit to memory 
then test.

If you are not 
getting 75 % plus – 
you don’t know it.
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